[bookmark: _Hlk153565334][image: ]Please send out this valentine post card to your sweetheart or to anybody that might not receive much love!
 Invite them to come to church or invite them to the
 “Love is Still in the Air” dinner and movie! 
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Community
Love is Still in the Air
Dinner & Movie
Sunday, March 3, 2024
@ 5:30 p.m. Rittman United Methodist Church
Menu:
Baked Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Vegetable
Salad/Rolls
Dessert
Drinks
Suggested Donation:
$8 adults, $4 children (6-12)
For tickets, call 330-925-4015
Proceeds benefit the Rittman United Methodist Community Food
Pantry
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Events for 2024
· February 14th is Ash Wednesday and we are having a combined service with sister church trinity at RUMC at 7:00 pm.
· February 15th through April 4th Pastor Kristen will be leading “The Chosen” bible study at RUMC on Thursday evenings 6:30 to 8 pm and Monday evening at TUMC at 7 to 8:30 pm beginning February 19th through April 8th 
· March 3rd - 10 am combined service at Orrville Trinity 
· March 3rd  – Valentines day dinner
· March 9th - Rittgers special worship service at Orrville Trinity 
· March 28th – Maundy Thursday, Combined service at Orrville Trinity at 7 pm
· May or June – Car Show (specific date is to be determined)
· July – Community Cookout (specific date is to be determined)
· November 2nd – Women Rekindled
[image: ][image: ]
Mary’s Meanderings

"Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he." Proverbs 29:18

Merriam Webster definition of vision:
      1. The act of power or seeing: sight
      2. Something seen in a dream or trance
      3. The act or power of imagination
      4. Something seen

Without sight we cannot see where we are going.  We may wander in the dark.  God tells us that He has provided light and sight for us, first in the Old Testament through His commandments and then in the New Testament through His Son, Jesus Christ.  What the proverb is telling us is that by keeping God's laws we can be happy.  Christian vision is the ability to think about or plan the future with wisdom.

When we walk with God, we see things as He sees them.  We can make a difference in the world and be of greater use to God by prayer, walking in wisdom, and speaking with grace seasoned with salt.  We can begin to see the miracles in everyday life.  We can follow the nudges of the Holy Spirit to forgive and bear with others as we would like to be forgiven and to serve others.  We can walk uprightly, believe and obey.

Leaders, whether in the government, military, church, schools or the home must have a vision of where they want (or where God wants them) to take their followers.  As the old hymn goes "Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art.  Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.  Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!  Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all."

~Mary
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Fireside Chat





Fireside Chat with the Finance Chair                                                                               
[bookmark: _Hlk146612568]Dear Friends,
	While a preliminary budget for 2024 was prepared in the fall for charge conference, we waited until the beginning of January when we had the figures for all of 2023 in before tweaking the final document.  It was officially approved at our January Ad. Bd. meeting and you can pick up a copy on the table at the back of the church or in the office if they are gone there.  Your comments on our finances and programming are always welcome by the Board and committee Chairs.  We are always looking for ways to serve the church and community for the Lord.  And you are always welcome to be part of working on a committee.  See you in church on Sunday.
							Blessings,
							Martha Baillis, Finance Chair
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Can you find all of the conversational hearts this month? Leave your guess and your name in the bag with the hearts on it in the office for a chance to win a prize! Last month’s winner was Martha!  I hope you enjoy your treats! -Taylor
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[image: ]Joys
	Denny V. is in remission after many years of cancer!
	Annibale & Mohr families, Mary Lynn - Improving



Concerns
	Connie B’s Grandfather – Covid/Pacemaker
	Ludia’s Neighbor Terry – Quad Bypass

	Brenda’s Cousin Christine - Twins
	Sharon Chipps - Covid

	[image: ]Chuck’s Cousin Kristin – Stroke 
Chris, Kristin’s Husband – Stress Health
	Chuck’s cousin Mat – Throat Cancer

	Leigh L’s mother passed - Prayers for her and Family
	Pastor Kristin’s Aunt Katie – Health and Comfort

	Mary – Healing for Foot
	Cathy – Heart

	Bob – Heart Surgery  
	Tom W. (Pam H.’s caseworker) – cancer

	Cindy – Complete Recovery – Wisdom for doctors
	From Pastor Burton  - Mineral City Nazarene Church Family

	Paul – Liver Cancer
	Ron W. Kidney Stone

	Simeon – Major surgery
	Mark T. – Bone healing

	Josie D. – Knee Complications
	Duane H. – Cancer surgery difficulties

	Pam H. – Kidney dialysis / Health
	Lucy S. – Health

	Matt - Health
	Dick G.

	Anita (& Don) V. – Health, continued recovery
	Bruce L. – Hearing Troubles

	Jim B. – Healing
	Peggy (Pam H.’s friend) – In Hospital

	Doris (Lydia S.’s brother-in-law’s sister) – Bone cancer
	Terry I.’s Son – Renewed Life

	Jeff B. Health
	Jake H. – Renewed life

	Jerry C. – Health
	Angie R. – Health

	Nancy - Procedure
	Donny and April B.

	Kathy (Heather R.’s Friend) – Cancer
	Ginger – Needs Kidney Replacement

	Dexter – Healing and time of transition
	Linda H.

	Rittman Town Manor – Health
	Rich R. – Kidney Stones

	[image: ]Celia T. – Heart surgery, in ICU
	Rhonda R. – Cancer

	Donald S. – Cancer; 
Lizzie S. – Strength
	Harry & Nancy B. – Health

	Denny V. (Carol & family) – Cancer
	Vicky, Mary W.’s ex-sister-in-law – cancer

	Ana M.’s Grandpa, Tim
	Laiken (Sheila S.’s great-granddaughter) – Type 1 diabetes

	 Chris B.’s Father – Hospice care
	Duane S. – Health

	Chris (& Steve) B. – Cancer
	Leigh L.’s sister, Loretta – recurrence of Cancer

	Pat M. & Robin K. – Health
	Matt & Ana M.

	Bob H.
	Judy B.’s Mom, Faye and Family

	Lovell, Bruce Lindenmuth’s sister – Cancer
	Mary Lynn Annibale – Healing



	Our sympathy to the family & friends of:

	Dick Baker

	Dorothy Gillman

	Mary Smith 

	Eleanor Yoss



	Those in Care Centers:

	Altercare Wadsworth – Nancy McMillian

	Apostolic Christian Home – Anne Salyer, Ruth Schumacher, & John Lunter

	Liberty Residence II – Pauline Rastorfer

	The Avenue, Wooster – Marilyn Hofacre

	Westview Manor, Wooster – Dick Gillman

	Windsor House @ Doylestown – Paula Burkhart
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[bookmark: _Hlk149298265][image: ][image: ]February Birthdays
 		 3rd – Shirley Youmans		16th – Paula Barnes
		4th – Brian Baker			17th – Sharon Chipps
		6th – Martha Baillis			22nd – Dick Gillman
			 heather Stoll			23rd – Mary Winkler
		11th – Ben Britton			24th – Brenda Cook
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	For Immediate Release: January 24, 2024
From: The Offices of Communications from the East Ohio Conference and the West Ohio Conference
A special-called session of the North Central Jurisdiction (NCJ) Jurisdictional Conference of The United Methodist Church was held on Tuesday, January 23 “for the sole purpose of approving new episcopal areas for episcopal assignments to be effective September 1, 2024.”
  Delegates to this special-called NCJ Jurisdictional Conference voted to form two new episcopal areas, one to include the East Ohio Conference and the West Ohio Conference, and one to include the Northern Illinois Conference and the Wisconsin Conference. The two conferences in each new episcopal area will share one bishop.
  By the action of the special session, the North Central Jurisdiction will transition from nine to seven episcopal areas. The North Central Jurisdiction Committee on the Episcopacy assigns the bishops to the episcopal areas and all assignments will be announced at the NCJ Jurisdictional Conference July 10-13 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The new episcopal areas and the bishop assignments to each of the seven episcopal areas will be effective September 1.
   Executive staff leaders and members of the Committee on the Episcopacy in both the East Ohio Conference and the West Ohio Conference have been engaged in strategic conversations to explore the sharing of an episcopal leader since the NCJ Committee on the Episcopacy proposed the possibility during the 2022 Jurisdictional Conference.
  “I and Bishop Palmer convened a leadership team that has been working to identify the key administrative matters that need to be addressed and to examine the best practices of other episcopal areas where shared episcopal leadership has worked well. This work will continue as we prepare the conferences for this transition,” said Bishop Tracy S. Malone, resident bishop of the East Ohio Conference.
  “I am confident the people of the East and West Ohio Conferences are well suited to be served by one bishop with a single eye to living the mission of ‘making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,’” said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, resident bishop of the West Ohio Conference.



[bookmark: _Hlk157683422][image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk155967364][image: ]Trustees Corner

· Randy & Julie installed new logs/ burner in the great room fireplace
· Installed new 10-year battery CO detector in basement hallway
· Chris Kubilus (Taylor’s husband) repaired office copier and refurbished the old HP unit – no labor, parts $388
· Jon Imhoff agreed to handle parking lot plowing / slating; donated last year’s service
· Replaced couplers on (2) boiler pumps & the narthex zone pump
· Rod organized / simplified cables / extension cords under soundboard, also ran cable from soundboard to office to eventually eliminate WIFI from broadcasting service
· Trustees reviewed electric sign alternative & chose a proposal from Medina Signs, cost $25,294. Amin council approved Trustee’s proposal for Medina Signs alternative proposal.





Greetings Members and Friends of Rittman United Methodist Church, 
Even though I am still “the new kid on the block,” relatively speaking, having started my ministry with you on July 1, 2023, I can see in the seven months I have had the blessing, honor and privilege of serving as your pastor that, although smaller in size, this is a generous and faithful church community, committed to the United Methodist Church’s mission of making and maturing disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
As we close the chapter on 2023 and turn the page into the new year, 2024, I thank each and every one of you for supporting the missions and ministries of Rittman United Methodist Church in the past year.  There is much about which we can be proud – we have done a lot for our Lord this past year, both in new and time-honored ministries: 
· We hosted our first ever Women Rekindled event with guest speaker Robyn Dykstra in October, where the Lord relaxed, renewed and rekindled the lives of 80+ ladies. 
· We hosted the first of what will be many combined worship services with folks from our sister church, Trinity UMC, and continued bonding over a shared meal together after the service. 
· We continued to make and mature disciples of Jesus Christ through music thanks to our choir and our praise team 2:11 North; through opportunities for education, encouragement, prayer and accountability provided by our small groups:  our Sunday School classes, our Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies and, on a larger scale, the opportunity to rededicate our lives to God offered by our Revival in May with guest speaker Rev. Ronald D. Heasley. 
· Our Preschool continued to touch the lives of our community children and their families, showing them the love of Jesus by teaching them to love learning and the Lord. We also shared the good news of Jesus Christ with school age children as host of Rittman Cares. 
· We enjoyed fellowship together while reaching out to our community through our Valentine’s Dinner, Easter Egg Hunt, Trunk or Treat and Community Thanksgiving service.
· Finally, we were the hands, feet and heart of Christ as we served those in need through our blood drives, food pantry and community meals, and Christmas Basket program. In all, we shared Christ’s love with over 800 folks in 2023 through our missions and ministries.
It is so important for me to make sure that all of you do not feel that those on the staff and leadership team here at Rittman United Methodist Church take you or your support for this church and its ministries for granted. This building, no matter how beautiful, is just a building. It becomes Christ’s church when each one of you enter in and commit to it with your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. As your pastor, I will work diligently with our church leadership team to see that we steward well the gifts you share with us in 2024. 
[image: ]I will continue to work with our church leaders and with each of you to find new ways to witness to our community about the good news of Jesus Christ, drawing others to Him. I am so blessed to be part of this amazing congregation, and am so excited to see what God has planned for us to do in 2024, as together we live out our mission as stated on our church’s website: the transforming of people in our love for Jesus Christ. I can’t wait for all God has in store for us and I hope you too will feel the Holy Spirit not only blessing you, but calling you as well!
God bless and keep you in His love and grace, now and forever,

Kristen A. Buchs, Pastor
Rittman United Methodist Church


[image: ]In support of we care ministries (prison ministry) we are asking your help. Each month we will be asking you to bring a hygiene product to help supply these items for the women of prison. In February we will be collecting bars of soap. These need to be regular bars rather than hotel size. Your donations are greatly appreciated. We will have a new product each month. Simply place them in the box in the narthex. Thank you for your love and support.
[bookmark: _Hlk157893662]- Betty Winchell




[image: ][image: ]THANK YOU… FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART! For the overwhelming generosity of your Pastor Appreciation gift card to Water Main Grille (a very belated thank you, with my apologies!) and Christmas Love Offering! Once again, words simply cannot express how blessed I am to be part of this incredible church family. I am so grateful to God for allowing me the blessing and honor to serve as your pastor and become part of Rittman UMC’s family.  Your love, support and encouragement bring me joy each and every day. Thank you for accepting me into your lives and into your hearts!

- Pastor Kristen Buchs


	

	We would love for you to join us in a restful time of prayer and worship. Amid [image: ]our busy and chaotic lives, we hope this time is an opportunity to find rest and peace in the presence of God.
In addition, there will be a free-will offering for an exciting opportunity for Josh and Sarah.
They plan to serve on a 14 day long mission trip to Camphor Mission Station in Liberia with UMVIM this summer.
They will serve with a team providing education and meals to youth in Liberia.
They ask you to prayerfully consider supporting them. They would gratefully appreciate your financial support. Below is a link to donate online. There will also be an opportunity to donate in person. Help them collectively raise $6,000!



[bookmark: _Hlk149298747][bookmark: _Hlk149298915][image: ]Food Pantry Dates

January 17th 					July 17th

February 21st 					August 21st

March 20th					September 18th 

April 17th 					October 16th 

May 15th 						November 20th

June 19th						 




[image: ][image: ]It’s February and most of us know that February 14th is Valentine’s Day. When you think of Valentine’s Day, what typically comes to mind? Elaborate greeting cards in red, pink and white hues, covered in hearts and lace with verses written in flowing gold and silver script? Long white boxes secured with red ribbon which, when untied, open to reveal a dozen beautiful long-stemmed red roses? Perhaps those colorful conversation hearts printed with flirtatious phrases like “Crazy 4 U” and “Be Mine” come to mind? Or ornate red heart-shaped boxes filled with chocolates of all shapes, sizes and flavors? Or maybe you think of precious time spent with your beloved as you share a candlelight meal together? I bet most of us do not think of ashes and repentance, betrayal, blood and death when we think of Valentine’s Day. This year, however, things are different, as February 14, Valentine’s Day, is also Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. In an article appearing on the auburnseminary.org website, Paul Brandeis Rauschenbusch writes, “In one of those beautiful and strange holy day coincidences, this year Ash Wednesday, which inaugurates the Christian season of Lent, falls on the same day as Valentine’s Day, a holiday with obscure origins that may or may not include a martyred saint, but that now has become synonymous with love….”
Lent is the period of forty days leading up to Easter, beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending Holy Saturday. This season is a time for those who follow Jesus to prepare for Easter and His resurrection, His victory over sin and death, and the fulfillment of God’s plan from the beginning of time to rescue and redeem His people. Lent is a time of preparation and focus, reflection and repentance. The period of Lent allows us to align our hearts with God’s heart as we approach Easter; to contemplate and consider the extent of God’s unconditional love for us. God loves us SO much that He sent His one and only Son Jesus to DIE for us. Christ loves us SO much He CHOSE to give up His life for us. 
According to the Rev. Dr. David Anderson, Senior Pastor at Bridgeway Community Church, “The beautiful thing about the Christian tradition is that love is its central message. The fact that Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day this year brings to us the beautiful collision of penance and [God’s passion for us] …. Our love for God and His love for us is worth our penance. Clearly, and undeservedly, we are apparently worth His passionate journey to the cross. True love is brilliantly displayed at this unique and coincidental intersection of penance and passion.” 
[image: ]So, on this very special Valentine’s Day, when you see the elaborate greeting cards of red, pink and white, remember as well the red of Christ’s blood, the pink of the sunrise that first Easter morning and the white of the angels’ raiment when they proclaimed at His tomb, “He is not here. He is risen!” When you untie the red ribbon to open the white box of roses, remember how the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom at the moment of Jesus’ death as He opened the way for us to restore our relationship with His Father. When you select a chocolate from one of those ornate heart-shaped boxes, remember the heart of God and how it beats for you, and the best valentine ever given – Jesus Christ. When you see a box of those colorful conversation hearts, remember that you are able to converse with God through prayer at any time or in any place and He listens, because of His Son’s selfless and sacrificial offering on your behalf. That God is “Crazy 4 U” and “has called you by name – You are Mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) When you share that candlelight dinner with your beloved, remember that you are also Christ’s beloved and He invites you to His table, His love feast, to remember His sacrifice represented in the bread and the cup, His body broken and His blood shed for you, as He asks “Will you be my Valentine?” 			
-Pastor Kristen Buchs
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          Sunday               Monday             Tuesday                   Wednesday                  Thursday              Friday               Saturday                         Offering Tabulators

Sherri Lance
Dee Franks

	
	
	

	


	


	1
	2

	3

	4

	5

6:30pm prayer circle at home
	6
11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
	7

6:30pm Men & Women’s bible study
	8

	9


	10
	11

	12
7pm Admin Council meeting

6:30pm prayer circle at home

6:30pm food pantry set up
	13 

11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice

	14

6:30pm The Chosen bible study begins

	15

	16

	17
	18
	19

6:30pm prayer circle at home

6:30pm food pantry set up
	20

11am prayer circle at home
NO choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
4-6pm food pantry
4-5:30 community dinner
	21

6:30pm The Chosen bible study
	22

	23

	24
	25
	26

6:30pm prayer circle at home
7pm Trustees meeting

	27

11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
	28

6:30pm The Chosen bible study
	29
	30
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POINTS to PONDER 
February 2024
Vol. 56 No. 2
Kristen Buchs, Pastor                                                                                                                                        
www.rittmanumc.org                                                                                                                                               
330-925-4015
pastor@rittmanumc.org  UPCOMING EVENTS

Sun. Feb. 4th: Holy Communion

Sun. Feb. 11th: Souper Bowl 6:00pm 

Tues. Feb 13th: Admin Council Meeting

Wed. Feb 14th: Ash Wednesday & Combined service with Trinity UMC

Thurs. Feb 15th: The Chosen Bible Study begins

Tues. Feb 20th: Food Pantry set up 6:30pm

Wed. Feb 21st: Food Pantry 4-6pm
		Community Dinner 4-5:30pm


Tues. Feb 27th: Trustees Meeting 
      


office@rittmanumc.org


Sunday School @ 9:00am  
Fellowship @10:00am
[image: ]Worship Service @ 10:30am  
 
Office Hours
  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
  Mondays – Fridays

Living Our Faith through Word and Action“The LORD your God is in your midst a warrior bringing victory he will create calm with his love he will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17)
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Rittman United Methodist Church Points to Ponder – February 2024
Volume 56 – Issue No. 2
Kristen Buchs, Pastor
Taylor Klingerman, Sheila Stoll – Editors
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Co you have a

better idea?

What did you
get your valentine?

.

Catnip and roses or-

course! She
was very happy! here’s
some catnip if you
wanna try that!
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flowers!
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but very classy!
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I got you one
last thing...
Tickets to the “Love is

Still in the Air”
dinner & movie!

Ch Barling
I love you so
much!! This has
been the
best Valentine's

day!
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Hm. | need to think of
a better gift
pretty fast....
How about a

toaster?! Everybody

loves toast!
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going to be toast if you
give her that for
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gift right?
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