[bookmark: _Hlk153565334]Daniel 3, the Centurion in Matthew 8, the woman with an issue of blood for 12 years in Mark 5 and Stephen in Acts 6 and 7.  These are just some of the heroes of our faith.  There are so many more in the Bible and throughout history who have shown how their faith worked in their lives.

[image: ][image: ]It is said that we are all given a measure of faith and that no one can come to Jesus unless the Father calls him or her.  It is up to each of us to listen for and accept that call.  At that point of belief, we are born spiritually and become sons and daughters of God.  The trials of life on earth will not end but our time of trying to get through them alone will.  And we are guaranteed life in God's eternal kingdom.  If you have faith the size of a tiny mustard seed, God can grow it into a flourishing plant that becomes an example of faith to those around you.

            
~Mary
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Community
Love is Still in the Air
Dinner & Movie
Sunday, March 3, 2024
@ 5:30 p.m. Rittman United Methodist Church
Menu:
Baked Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Vegetable
Salad/Rolls
Dessert
Drinks
Suggested Donation:
$8 adults, $4 children (6-12)
For tickets, call 330-925-4015
Proceeds benefit the Rittman United Methodist Community Food
Pantry
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Events for 2024
· February 15th through April 4th Pastor Kristen will be leading “The Chosen” bible study at RUMC on Thursday evenings 6:30 to 8 pm and Monday evening at TUMC at 7 to 8:30 pm beginning February 19th through April 8th 
· March 3rd - 10 am combined service at Orrville Trinity 
· March 3rd  – Valentines day dinner
· March 9th - Rittgers special worship service at Orrville Trinity 
· March 28th – Maundy Thursday, Combined service at Orrville Trinity at 7 pm
· [image: ]May or June – Car Show (specific date is to be determined)
· July – Community Cookout (specific date is to be determined)
· November 2nd – Women Rekindled

[image: ]

Mary’s Meanderings

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." Hebrews 1:11

What is faith?  The above quote from the Holy Scriptures describes it well.  The Mirriam-Webster dictionary describes faith as:  1. allegiance to duty or a purpose.  2. a belief and trust in and loyalty to God.  3. Something that is believed especially with strong conviction. Faith is believing in things unseen.  We believe in the wind even though we cannot see it.  We believe in electricity even though we cannot see it.  Is it really that odd to believe in something that you cannot see?  We can see the results of the wind and electricity.  So also, we can see what God has done.  His creation is one thing.  His answer to prayer in our lives is another.              
What are some challenges to faith?  All of our lives we are subject to temptation.  The culture today seems to have turned right and wrong upside down.  But God promises that we will not be tried beyond what we are able to bear.  We can start each day by putting on the armor of God. James 4:7 tells us to resist the devil and he will flee.  We are not alone in the battle.  

What are some of the rewards of faith?  If we ask anything in Jesus' name, we are promised that God will do it if it is in agreement with His will for us.  The Holy Spirit will dwell inside of us and we will never be alone or apart from God in this life.  The Spirit within us helps us to understand the Scriptures.  God promises to strengthen us and help us.  His Spirit gives us peace beyond all understanding.  Romans 8:28 tells us that God will cause all things to work together for good to those who love God, who are called to His purpose.  Because Jesus experienced death for a short time, we will not have to experience death but will go on to eternal life.

If you want to know of people whose faith brought them through difficult times you can read about Abraham in Genesis 22, David in 1 Samuel 17, Daniel in 

[image: ]                                                  
Fireside Chat





Fireside Chat with the Finance Chair                                                                               
Dear Church family,

[image: ]It is with a happy and grateful heart that I am able to report to you that we were able to pay our Conference and District Apportionments as we turned over the November calendar page to December. That was only possible because so many of you are regular and generous givers and our programs stayed within their budgets. We hope that those of you who have been blessed with increases in 2024, however small, will remember to bless God’s work with a portion of your blessing. 

						Your friend,
						Martha Baillis, Finance Chair  
[bookmark: _Hlk146612568]
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Can you find all of the snowmen this month? Leave your guess and your name in the bag with a snowman on it in the office for a chance to win a prize! Last months winner was Lydia! Congrats! 




[image: ]Joys
	Denny V. is in remission after many years of cancer!
	Annibale & Mohr families, Mary Lynn - Improving



Concerns
	Connie B’s Grandfather – Covid/Pacemaker
	Ludia’s Neighbor Terry – Quad Bypass

	Brenda’s Cousin Christine - Twins
	Sharon Chipps - Covid

	[image: ]Chuck’s Cousin Kristin – Stroke 
Chris, Kristin’s Husband – Stress Health
	Chuck’s cousin Mat – Throat Cancer

	Leigh L’s mother passed - Prayers for her and Family
	Pastor Kristin’s Aunt Katie – Health and Comfort

	Mary – Healing for Foot
	Cathy – Heart

	Bob – Heart Surgery  
	Tom W. (Pam H.’s caseworker) – cancer

	Cindy – Complete Recovery – Wisdom for doctors
	From Pastor Burton  - Mineral City Nazarene Church Family

	Paul – Liver Cancer
	Ron W. Kidney Stone

	Simeon – Major surgery
	Mark T. – Bone healing

	Josie D. – Knee Complications
	Duane H. – Cancer surgery difficulties

	Pam H. – Kidney dialysis / Health
	Lucy S. – Health

	Matt - Health
	Dick G.

	Anita (& Don) V. – Health, continued recovery
	Bruce L. – Hearing Troubles

	Jim B. – Healing
	Peggy (Pam H.’s friend) – In Hospital

	Doris (Lydia S.’s brother-in-law’s sister) – Bone cancer
	Terry I.’s Son – Renewed Life

	Jeff B. Health
	Jake H. – Renewed life

	Jerry C. – Health
	Angie R. – Health

	Nancy - Procedure
	Donny and April B.

	Kathy (Heather R.’s Friend) – Cancer
	Ginger – Needs Kidney Replacement

	Dexter – Healing and time of transition
	Linda H.

	Rittman Town Manor – Health
	Rich R. – Kidney Stones

	[image: ]Celia T. – Heart surgery, in ICU
	Rhonda R. – Cancer

	Donald S. – Cancer; 
Lizzie S. – Strength
	Harry & Nancy B. – Health

	Denny V. (Carol & family) – Cancer
	Vicky, Mary W.’s ex-sister-in-law – cancer

	Ana M.’s Grandpa, Tim
	Laiken (Sheila S.’s great-granddaughter) – Type 1 diabetes

	 Chris B.’s Father – Hospice care
	Duane S. – Health

	Chris (& Steve) B. – Cancer
	Leigh L.’s sister, Loretta – recurrence of Cancer

	Pat M. & Robin K. – Health
	Matt & Ana M.

	Bob H.
	Judy B.’s Mom, Faye and Family

	Lovell, Bruce Lindenmuth’s sister – Cancer
	Mary Lynn Annibale – Healing



	Our sympathy to the family & friends of:

	Dick Baker

	Dorothy Gillman

	Mary Smith 

	Eleanor Yoss



	Those in Care Centers:

	Altercare Wadsworth – Nancy McMillian

	Apostolic Christian Home – Anne Salyer, Ruth Schumacher, & John Lunter

	Liberty Residence II – Pauline Rastorfer

	The Avenue, Wooster – Marilyn Hofacre

	Westview Manor, Wooster – Dick Gillman

	Windsor House @ Doylestown – Paula Burkhart
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[bookmark: _Hlk149298265]January Birthdays
[image: ]  7th – Nancy Mcmillian 	20th – Pauline Rastorfer
13th – Joe Staley 	24th – Ruth Schumacher
[image: ]   15th – Lee Winchell	25th – Cris Emerson
       15th – Eleanor Winkler 	28th – Robin Ryland
16th – Herb Jones	30th – Lori Ullman
  17th – Kathy Berg 	   30th – Scott Turnbow	
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The beginning of the second half of the school year didn’t quite go as planned.  Mother Nature decided to throw us a curve ball and we had to cancel school the first day back.   When we returned on Wednesday, the children were so excited to see us and their friends.  They could hardly wait to tell us all about their Christmas vacation and what they had gotten for Christmas.  They were also excited because they had seen the snow and knew that more snow was expected.
[image: ]We had a new child start in Mrs. Tyler’s class.  This brings our total to 16 children enrolled, 8 in each classroom.  We have also had a few families send emails expressing interest in our program for next school year.  
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Announcements and Dates to remember: 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14. We will be worshiping in a combined service with our sister church, Trinity UMC, on Wednesday February 14, at 7:00 PM at Rittman UMC.  Please plan to join us for this special service as we observe the beginning of the forty-day period of Lent, a time to prepare ourselves for the Easter celebration, as we receive communion and the imposition of ashes. Together, let us take the first step of our 2024 Lenten journey from ashes, to the upper room, to the cross on Calvary and empty tomb Easter morning. 

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk155967364]
BEHOLD, I AM DOING A NEW THING! (Isaiah 43:19) Our Lenten Bible Study will be a little different. We will be watching Season One of The Chosen, the first-ever multi-season TV show about the life of Jesus. Digging deeper into the backstories and context of the people and events of the Gospels, The Chosen introduces us to people such as Simon Peter, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene, Matthew and Jesus, of course, in a way never seen before. No matter where you are at in your journey with Jesus Christ, this show is for you! There are two opportunities for you to participate! We will meet Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 at Trinity UMC for 8 weeks 2/19/24 through 4/8/24. The same study will be offered Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 at Rittman UMC for 8 weeks 2/15/24 through 4/4/24. There are no participant books to purchase, just bring your curiosity, an open mind and a desire to be transformed! If you are interested, please sign-up on the sign-up sheet located at the back of the church so Pastor Kristen, who is leading the study, can get an approximate head count for handouts. 
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Prayer by Thomas Merton

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following Your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please You does in fact please You. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this You will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I trust You always, though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and You will never leave me to face my perils alone.”

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord…  (Jeremiah 29:13-14a)

May 2024 be a year of seeking God with all our hearts. Happy New Year! 


[image: ]
-Pastor Kristen Buchs









[image: ]		Christmas Baskets
[image: ]Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! To all of our church for your help in making, filling, and delivering Christmas Baskets this year. 112 families were served. This project could not be done without each and every one of you! You are all such a blessing.
- Betty Winchell
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Smile – you will find life is more worthwhile! You just have to SMILE!

[bookmark: _Hlk149298747][bookmark: _Hlk149298915][image: ]“ Food Pantry Dates

January 17th 					July 17th

February 21st 					August 21st

March 20th					September 18th 

April 17th 					October 16th 

May 15th 						November 20th

June 19th						 




[image: ][image: ]Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
[image: ]See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:18-19a)

And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
 (Revelation 21:5) 

I Am the New Year by S. Carol Ann Petersen

I am the New Year. I am a blank, unspoiled page in your book of life. 
I am your next chance to right any wrongs. 
I am your opportunity to practice all you have learned about life thus far. 
All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in me, waiting for you to seek and discover. 
All the good that you wanted to do, 
All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, 
All that you hoped for but didn’t obtain, 
All the faith you claimed but did not yet have, 
All these are still waiting in this new year. 

I am your opportunity to meet again the One who said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

 
[image: ] January
          Sunday               Monday             Tuesday                   Wednesday                  Thursday              Friday               Saturday                         Offering Tabulators

Dale Stahl
Lydia Stahl

	
	1
	2

6:30pm prayer circle at home
	3

11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
	4

6:30pm Men & Women’s bible study
	5
	6

	7
	8

	9
7pm Admin Council meeting

6:30pm prayer circle at home
	10
11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
	11

6:30pm Men & Women’s bible study
	12

	13


	14

Holy Communion

Pennies from Heaven 

	15

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Office Closed
	16

6:30pm prayer circle at home

6:30pm food pantry set up
	17

11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
4-6pm food pantry
4-5:30 community dinner
	18

6:30pm Men & Women’s bible study

	19

	20

	21
	22

6:30pm SPPR
	23

6:30pm prayer circle at home

7pm Trustees meeting
	24
[image: ]
11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
	25

6:30pm Men & Women’s bible study
	26

	27

	28
	29
	30

6:30pm prayer circle at home
	31

11am prayer circle at home
6pm choir practice
7pm 2:11 North practice
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POINTS to PONDER 
November 2023
Vol. 55 No. 12
Kristen Buchs, Pastor                                                                                                                                        
www.rittmanumc.org                                                                                                                                               
330-925-4015
pastor@rittmanumc.org  UPCOMING EVENTS

Tues. Jan. 9th: Pre-School returns from break

Sun. Jan. 14th: Holy Communion

Sun. Jan 14th: Pennies from Heaven

Mon. Jan 15th: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Tues. Jan 16th : Food Pantry set up 6:30pm

Wed. Jan 17th : Food Pantry 4-6pm
		Community Dinner 4-5:30pm


Mon. 22nd : SPPR at 6:30pm 
      
Sun. 23rd : Trustees Meeting 

Mon. 29th : Points to Ponder items due


office@rittmanumc.org


Sunday School @ 9:00am  
Fellowship @10:00am
Worship Service @ 10:30am  
 
Office Hours
  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
  Mondays – Fridays

Living Our Faith through Word and Action“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has come passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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Rittman United Methodist Church Points to Ponder – January 2024
Volume 56 – Issue No. 1
Kristen Buchs, Pastor
Taylor Klingerman, Sheila Stoll – Editors
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okay. okay how about something

easy.... something | enjoy......
hmmm.... oh | know! | am going
to focus on smiling more!
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Ch! | have soo much love in my
heart! | can focus on loving even
more this year and showing
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hmmm... What else do | enjoy?

oh laughing! Im going to
laugh more this year!
Hahahahahahahaha!
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Alright. time to make
my new year resolution list!
Where to start? hm..
Exercise?.. Uhm no where for
tennis shoes!
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Nah. what kind of a snow man
would | be if | wasn't chubby?
have you ever seen a skinny
snowman? | think I'd look

more like an ice sickle.
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Get more sleep! Thats a
good one!....
Wait a minute, how am |
supposed to sleep if | can't la

You ar
missing out.
22222....
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